THE BATTLE OF ZALLAKA                            205
from the desert beyond the Atlas mountains about
half a century before, impelled by a  deep  religious
doctrine,  defeated  the tribes   of   the   neighbouring
mountains and successively  conquered  the forts of
Morocco, occupied Segelmassa and the countries of
Dara and  Masmuda and their valleys and  deserts.
They then penetrated through the Atlas ; and tribes
from all sides hastened to join their banner.   They
created their new kingdom between the Atlas and the
sea and founded the city of Morocco (454 A.H., 1062
A.D.) to be their capital.   There was at that time on
the throne of this young powerful state a prince of
brilliant qualities, full of resolution and prudence,
Yousef ibn Tashfin. It was to these victorious invaders
that the eyes of the Petty Kings were turned.    They
agreed to seek help from their King with the excep-
tion of Abdulla ibn Sakut, governor of Malaga, who
criticized the idea and warned the Petty Kings against
inviting these savage bedouins to come to the beauti-
ful valleys of Andalusia from fear that being allured
by its prosperity they would plan to conquer it and
enslave its inhabitants after repulsing the danger of
the Christians. He advised them to rely on themselves
and on their union, their weakness being due only to
their discord.   The Emirs refused to listen to him and
determined to put their idea into force.   They asked
Al-Mutawakkil, Emir of Badajoz, who was the most
learned Andalusian at that time, to write to Yousef ibn
Tashfin a letter describing the calamities brought on
the Muslims by the Christians, and imploring him to
hasten to help them before the greatest calamity befell
them.    The Emirs signed this letter and Ibn Abbad
sent, in his name and in the names of the Emirs of
Andalusia, an embassy with valuable presents.   He
also wrote to him a letter describing the humiliation
of the    peoples of Andalusia, how the king of the
Christians overwhelmed them and deprived them of
their cities and forts one after the other.   He further